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interests can find scope for their kind of political abilities
in self-governing groups within an industry, within a'
consumer or producer co-operative, within the adminis-
trative machinery of the parish, borough or county. By
means of comparatively small changes in the existing
systems of local and professional organization it would be
possible to make almost every individual a member of some
self-governing group. In this way the curse of merely
passive obedience could be got rid of, the vice of political
indolence cured and the advantages of responsible
and active freedom brought to all. In this context
it is worth remarking on a very significant change which
has recently taken place in our social habits. Materially,
this change may be summed up as the decline of the
community; psychologically, as the decline of the
community sense. The reasons for this double change
are many and of various kinds. Here are a few of the
more important.

Birth-control has reduced the size of the average
family and, for various reasons which will be apparent
later, the old habits of patriarchal living have practically
disappeared. It is very rare nowadays to find parents,
married children and grandchildren living together in the
same house or in close association. Large families and
patriarchal groups were communities in which children
and adults had to learn (often by very painful means) the
art of co-operation and the need to accept responsibility
for others. These admittedly rather crude schools of
community sense have now disappeared.

New methods of transport have profoundly modified the
life in the village and small town. Up to only a genera-
tion ago most villages were to a great extent self-sufficing
communities. Every trade was represented by its local
technician; the local produce was consumed or